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her bust modelled by me. Her Grace said that
Marochetti ill-made a bust of her, which did not
give satisfaction, and then added that he modelled
a second which was not more successful than the
first. I could not help observing at the first glance
what a fine subject I had before me, so I eagerly
complied with the desire expressed by her Grace,
and, as I surveyed her fine countenance, I felt
certain of success.
I began the model of the bust at Apsley House,
and, after a few sittings, I allowed the Duchess to
see the progress made in the work, with which
she seemed much pleased. When still further
advanced, the Duke of W. and some of the
relatives saw the bust, and all they expressed was
very encouraging to me. One day the Duchess
brought a gentleman to see the model. As he
looked at it, he said that it was too serious a
character. " Now, Mr. Gibson," said he, " I should
prefer to see the Duchess modelled with that
cheerful gay look, as she appears when receiving
her Mends." Her Grace smiled. I then said that
the expression of cheerfulness and gaiety was
beneath the dignity of sculpture. When the cast
of the bust was completed, the Duchess spoke of
it to her Majesty. The Queen and the Prince
Consort expressed an anxiety to see it, so the
bust was sent to Windsor, and the opinion
which they expressed respecting the bust was
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